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JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Strathmore Lions Club has announced the re-
turn of their dinner and auction fundraiser, sched-
uled to take place Apr. 12.

Partnered with the Wheatland Leos, the event was
announced on Dec. 19. Prior to the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, the dinner and auction fund-
gari:’efazvas an annual event, and was among the Li-

gest events of the year.

“It happened usually around Easter every year and
it is a nice dinner, a silent auction, a live auction, and
(features) lots of ways to get involved to win priz-
es, bid on things, chat with your neighbours, (and)
get to know people in the community,” said Grace
Schoute, who spoke on behalf of the Strathmore Li-
ons Club. “It helps the Lions raise money for the
projects that they target in the community. The last
auction was two years ago, and before that, during
— . COVID-19, they had gone online and done auctions.”
Wonderful workshop Schoute explained the decision to host another
auction in 2025 largely revolved around there being
someone able to facilitate the hosting of the event.

As the Strathmore Lions Club has decreased in
size and membership, remaining members who are
STRATHMORE getting older are less able to bring large events to-

gether.
TIMES “In 2024, there was a feeling that there just was
not enough help to make it happen. In 2025, Brad
Walls stepped up as auction chair, and we agreed

Students shine .

Address to help, and he got some other support in the Lions

129 2nd Avenue Club and we are trying to put it together and make

Inside the it happen for them,” said Schoute. “It is a big deal.

Strathmore The Lions Club are instrumental in the community,

Business Centre building the outdoor rink, building the swimming

pool, and helping the Handi-Bus; they had the first

ambulance, they built the splash park, they built the

Office Hours skate park. All of the things happening in the com-
Monday-Thursday munity are usually by way of the Lions Club.”

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Throughout its history in the local community, the

Strathmore Lions Club has donated approximately
$5.5 million to local programs and initiatives.

Look on Page 8 for The goal of the 2025 Dinner and Auction fundrais-
Town of Strathmore er is to raise $50,000 in net profit, which would then -
Municipal Notices be filtered back into the local community.

All of the auction items will have been donated

Contact Us Today! : = =
403.934.5589 f;(;n[l) S;Zirr?ssstel: community and from locally operat- Enjoylng the great outdoors

info@strathmoretimes.com Ticket sales will begin in mid-January. The
v StrathmoreTimes.con Strathmore Lions Club is also actively seeking spon-
sors for the event.

HOUSE | LAND | LUXURY | LAKE | commakcuu.

It was all smiles as the town’s Lions Regional Outdoor Rink was officially opened on Dec.
28. The Strathmore Parks Department will flood the naturally iced rink for the community

to use. Joe Lepage Photo
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Hearing Evaluations | Free Tests for Seniors

Walk-Ins Welcome!

Upcoming Meetings

Council and committee meetings are open to the public in person and via
teleconference. For public hearings it is strongly encouraged that you attend in person.
January 14: Municipal Planning Commission
January 14: Council Meetin
‘ NTY i eung
N U January 15: ASB Meeting

‘ To join the call, dial 403-917-1764 and enter the PIN 47001 when prompted.

Agenda packages can be found on our website.

Christmas Closure Dates

The Wheatland County Administration Office, Agricultural Service Board,
and Public Works Shop will be closed

WHEATLAND COUNTY INVITES APPLICATIONS FOR 2025
COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT FUNDING

December 25, 2024, to January 1, 2025

Wheatland County recognizes that its residents utilize various recreational, cultural and other community Normal operating hours will resume January 2, 2025,
enhancement facilities and resources and has established the Community Enhancement Fund to provide i Waste transfer sites will also be closed on December 25 and 26, and January 1
-

financial support for such venues and activities. PUBLIC NOTICE

Bylaw 2024-07: Goldfinch Raw Water Line Borrowing Bylaw
SECTION 258 - THE MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENT ACT

The Community Enhancement Fund provides grant funding from Wheatland County to enhance, promote, TAKE NOTICE that the Council of Wheatland County, in the Province of Alberta, has given
and support groups and organizations that bring a broad range of enjoyment, benefit, beautification, first reading to Borrowing Bylaw 2024-07 which will, upon final passage and approval,

i _ - _ ; authorize the proper officers of Wheatland County to borrow $7.75 million for a period not
recreation, entertainment, participation, and enhancement projects to Wheatland County. The program is to exceed twenty (20) years, from the Province of Alberta or another authorized financial

institution, by issuance of debentures and on the terms and conditions referred to in
this bylaw, to construct a raw water line from wells diverting water from the Bow River
facilities, and resources that are utilized by Wheatland County residents. to the Goldfinch Area Structure Plan (ASP). This project will improve water infrastructure
and support future development in the Goldfinch area. Wheatland County shall repay
the indebtedness according to the repayment structure in effect, namely semi-annual or
*  How to Apply: Applications and Guidelines for the Community Enhancement Fund are available at the annual payments of combined principal and interest installments not to exceed TWENTY
(20) years calculated at a rate not exceeding the interest rate of 6.0%. There shall be levied
and raised in each year of the debenture, hereby authorized, levies or fees towards users of
. Deadline: Applications must be post marked on or before January 31, 2025. the Goldfinch Raw Water Line to pay the principal and interest falling due each year. In the
event of any deficiency, the Municipality shall levy and raise municipal taxes sufficient to
pay the indebtedness.

intended to invest tax payer dollars annually to support recreational, cultural and other community activities,

Wheatland County Office and on the County website: www.wheatlandcounty.ca/cerb

Please note that eligibility for 2025 funding is dependent on filing all previous funding reports with Wheatland County by . . .
NOW THEREFORE NOTICE is hereby given by Wheatland County Council that, unless

January 31, 2025. a petition of the electors for a vote on Bylaw No 2024-07 known as the Goldfinch Raw
Water Line Borrowing Bylaw is demanded as set out in the Municipal Government Act,
RSA, 2000, Chapter M-26 and amendments thereto, Council may pass the said Borrowing
For more information please contact Jessica Salmon at 403-361-2021 or at cerb@wheatlandcounty.ca Bylaw. All persons interested are hereby notified and are required to govern themselves
accordingly. Petitions for or against this bylaw can be submitted in writing or via email to
admin@wheatlandcounty.ca, including your name, address, and comment with reference
to Bylaw 2024-07. A public hearing for this bylaw is scheduled for February 4,2025. Petitions

Address: 242006 Range Rd 243, Wheatland County, ABT1P 2C4 submitted or comments related to the public hearing will be included in the public hearing
/ Phone: 403-934-3321 package.
Office Hours: Mon-Fri 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Dated at Wheatland County, in the Province of Alberta, January 1,2025.

Wheatland County, per: Brian Hend| , Chief Administrative Officer.
www.wheatlandcounty.ca @wheatlandcounty eatland County, per: Brian Henderson, Chief Administrative cer.

‘ a ] o The full bylaw can be found on https://wheatlandcounty.ca/publicnotices/ or in
¥HEAT, A COUT [][m the Decembgr 17, 2024, Council agenda package https://wheatlandcounty.ca/

agendasandminutes/




County approves interim
operating, capital budgets

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

Wheatland County council approved the interim
operating and capital budgets during the Dec. 17,
regular meeting, both as presented by administra-
tion.

Council also directed administration to bring a
report on the county’s reserves back to a future
meeting following the completion of an asset ma-
nagement review.

Drafts of the capital and operating budgets
were initially presented to council during the Nov.
26 Committee of the Whole meeting.

The county completes its budget in a two-sta-
ge process, with the interim being decided and
approved in December, and the final budget is
usually established in April when property tax ad-
justments are determined.

Figures such as the school tax requisition are
also provided during the spring deliberations.

County residents and businesses receive their
tax notices shortly following third reading of the
final budget.

The total operating expenses proposed during
the Nov. 26 meeting were $51.9 million. The draft
of the interim budget had since increased that
projection by $286,766.

This change was to reflect several changes in-
cluding an update to the digital transformation
project, benefit changes related to salary adjust-
ments, an updated estimate for annual contributi-
ons and invoicing for the Drumheller and District
Solid Waste Management Association, an update
to the council honorarium from prior estimates to
actual cost of living adjustments, and salary chan-
ges for cost of living to individual positions.

Compared to its original presentation estimated
at $46.9 million, the interim capital budget was
decreased by $1.1 million.

These adjustments are reflected in changes out-
lined to the Muirfield Water Treatment Plant fence,
the Goldfinch Raw Water Supply, Muirfield Waste-
water Lagoon, Wheatland Shores Building repairs,
four bridge file changes, and regarding year two
of the summary for water division.

More information regarding the specifics of each
change is outlined in the county’s public agenda
for the Dec. 17 council meeting.

Following the completion of the 2024 financial
audit, any prior unfinished project budgets may
be carried forward with the final budget adjust-
ments during the April deliberations.

Following the presentation of the budget by ad-
ministration, Coun. Glenn Koester motioned for
council to approve the 2025-27 interim operating
budget as presented. This motion was passed una-
nimously by council without discussion.

Coun. Donna Biggar motioned for council to ap-
prove the 2025-29 interim capital budget as pre-
sented. This was similarly carried unanimously by
council.

Reeve Amber Link proposed a motion for
council to consider reviewing the county’s reser-
ves following the completion of the asset manage-
ment report being undertaken by administration.

“I think it is important that we start looking at
a longer-term capital plan that extends beyond
what we are required to address through the MGA
by the provincial government and start addressing
those significant asset management needs once
we have complete information,” she said.

Link’s motion was subsequently also carried by
council.

Strathmore Handi-Bus Association
to realign with original mandate

STRATHMORE HANDI-BUS ASSOCIATION

The Strathmore Handi-Bus Association has an-
nounced changes to its operations to ensure fi-
nancial sustainability and better alignment with
its original mission of providing transportation
services for people experiencing mobility-issues.

Over the past three years, the association ex-
perienced a sharp increase in demand, with the
number of registered clients more than doubling
from 229 in 2021 to 537 by October 2024. This
growth led to challenges, including an unsustai-
nable rise in operating costs and an expansion of
services beyond the association’s original manda-
te.

In response, the board has implemented the fol-
lowing measures:

1. Increased Rates: Fare increases were introdu-
ced on Dec. 1.

2. Mandate Realignment: Services are now pri-
oritized for clients experiencing mobility-issues
only.

The association acknowledges the community
concerns resulting from these changes and regrets
any inconvenience caused.

“We unintentionally set expectations within
the community that we are unable to meet.” said
Brian Grier, a spokesperson for the board. “The
increase in demand over the past three years has
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brought challenges our volunteer-based organiza-
tion wasn’t prepared to handle.”

The cost of providing transportation has grown
significantly, with the association reporting losses
of approximately $75 per trip. From 2021 to 2024,
the number of trips increased by 140 per cent, fu-
rther straining resources. The board emphasized
that while more trips benefit the community, each
trip increases the association’s budget deficit,
which is unsustainable without increased funding
or operational changes. While the service offering
has been scaled back, the Strathmore Hand-Bus
Association remains committed to their commu-
nity.

“Since 1986, the Strathmore Handi-Bus has
been a trusted lifeline, delivering safe, dignified,
and respectful transportation for residents of Stra-
thmore and Wheatland County who experience
mobility challenges.” said board member Mark Gi-
beau. “Our association is as committed as ever to
delivering the dependable service our clients trust
and rely on every day.”

The Strathmore Handi-Bus Association has been
a vital service for residents experiencing mobility
challenges, providing accessible transportation in
Strathmore and Wheatland County since 1986. For
more information or to support the Association,
please visit our website (www.handibus.ca).

Jody Schneider Production
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1. Americans’ “uncle”

4. Chair

8. Ancient kingdom

10. Egyptian city

11. Alaskan glacier

12. One from Somalia

13. Ancient alphabets

15. Relating to vocabulary

16. Small mongrels

17. Natural settings

18. Weekend entertainments

21. Line from which light
seemingly streams

22. Your own private code

23. Swiss river

CLUES DOWN

1. Counterbalancing debt
2. In slow tempo

3. Glamorous city

4. Japanese lute

5. Makes law

6. Informative book

7. Animal's body part

9. American playwright
10. Blood poisoning

12. Angels

14. Sino-Soviet block (abbr.)
15. Written account

17. Unwelcome pest

19. Saddle horses

fre

Find out about the free

"

DitIEéc;any Program for

24. Satisfaction

25. A person’s brother or sister

26. Folk singer DiFranco

27. The Blonde Bombshell

34. Kids' school project

35. Bluish greens

36. Classifying

37. Cube-shaped

38. Choo-choos

39. Indian religious god of
dissolution

40. French department

41. Leak into gradually

42. Foundation

43. Midway between south and
southeast

20. Type of gibbon

23. Delta is one

24. NE Massachusetts cape
25. Soup cracker

26. Yes vote

27. Muddy ground

28. Physics apparatus (abbr.)
29. Type of drug

30. German city

31. Animal disease

32. Martini ingredients

33. Get away

34. Spanish municipality
36. Thrust a knife into

Alberta Small Businesses.
Learn more at:

dep.businesslink.ca
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DISTRIBUTING LTD

Seeking All Makes and

Types of Firearms and
Ammunition

Estates and Large Collections Welcome
- Inspection and Pickup Available

Fully licensed and insured, including for
transportation and verification

call TONY 403.519.7250 or email
info@metakdistributing.com

Book Your

CLASSIFIED AD Today!

Call the Strathmore TIMES
403.934.5589
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REMAX KEY N
Your Deal - Your Way

Residential « Land « Farm « Luxury « Lake
REALTOR®

Love Where You Live

Call 403.324.4343
Christaalemanrealtor.com
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Christmas celebration
The Strathmore Filipino Canadian Association hosted their annual Christmas

party on Dec. 21 at the Strathmore Civic Centre. Chestermere-Strathmore
MLA Chantelle de Jonge was among the almost 150 people in attendance.

Photos Courtesy of Christine Nagrampa

Joyous Christmas season filled with
warmth and blessings

CHANTELLE DE JONGE

b ]
" MLA Chestermere-Strathmore

403-962-0126
chestermere.strathmore@assembly.ab.ca
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STRATHMORE SEVENTH-DAY STRATHMORE FULL GOSPEL
ADVENTIST CHURCH CHURCH
Meeting in the Lutheran Church 50 Maplewood Drive ¢ 403-934-2225
112 Lakeside Blvd. Lead Pastor: Rev Murray Wright

1-888-506-1066 ext. 101
Pastor: Donald Wright
Services held every Saturday
Sabbath School: 10 AM
Worship Service: 11 AM
www.strathmoreadventist.ca
donald816@hotmail.com
God'’s Closet
Collects children’s clothing and
distributes Feb., May, Aug. and Nov.

Associate Pastor: Kyle Lomenda
Services Sundays 10:30 am
www.strathmorefullgospel.com

BOW RIVER ALLIANCE CHURCH
105 Main St. Carseland ® 403-991-6143
Pastor: Kevin Enns
office@bowriveralliance.com
www.bowriveralliance.com

HOPE COMMUNITY
COVENANT CHURCH
245 Brent Blvd, Strathmore
403-934-2424
Pastor: Heidi Wiebe
Sunday Worship 10 am
Wwww.hope-community.ca

LORD OF ALL (NALC) LUTHERAN
112 Lakeside Blvd. ¢ 403-934-2374
Pastor: Dawn Nelson
Sunday Worship Services — 10:30 am
Join us in Praising our Lord, Jesus Christ!

STRATHMORE ALLIANCE
325 1 Ave ¢ 403-934-3543
Corner of 1 Ave & Wheatland Trail
Lead Pastor: Mike Wiebe
Associate Pastor: John Duerksen
Youth Pastor: lan Scantland
Sundays 10 am
Join in person or online
www.strathmorealliance.com

ST. MICHAEL & ALL ANGELS
ANGLICAN
Meeting in the Lutheran Church
112 Lakeside Blvd.  587-727-0649
Rev. Malcolm Kern
Sunday Worship 2:30 pm
strathmoreanglican@gmail.com
tinyurl.com/StrathmoreAnglican

STRATHMORE UNITED
Wheatland Trail & 3rd Avenue
403-934-3025
Rev. Maria Szabone Berces
Sunday Worship Services 10:30am
Services posted on-line at:
WWW.SMOreuc.com
Loop System for the Hearing Impaired
W/C accessible

SACRED HEART CATHOLIC
221 4th Ave, Strathmore
403-934-2641 www.sacredhc.ca
Pastor: Fr. Cristino Bouvette
Masses: Saturday 5 pm | Sunday 10 am

RCCG PECULIAR PEOPLE ASSEMBLY
(1 PET. 2:9)

322 A 2nd Avenue, Strathmore
403-714-2283 www.rccgstrathmore.com
Pastor: Sunday Adeola
Sunday Worship: 10:30 am
Wednesdays Bible Study: 7 pm
Youth Fridays: 7:30 pm
Last Friday of every Month -
Hour of Dominion: 10 pm

C3 STRATHMORE
C3 CHURCH NORTH CALGARY
3812 Marbank Drive N.E, Calgary, AB
403-273-0494 www.c3connect.ca
Lead Pastor - Bill Olson

HARVEST HEALING CENTRE CHURCH
102 Canal Gardens
403-901-0893 / 403-880-3171
Pastor: Elizabeth Karp

Worship Sundays 10:30 am € :

Youth Tuesdays 7 pm Location Pastor - Shan Simpson
Come join us for a spirit-filed time Pastor - Eric Horstia
of worship Sunday at 10:10 a.m.

C3 Prayer - Tuesday at 7 p.m.
(eSS ————————

Youth exchange
program now
open

MELISSA PICHE
Times Contributor

The Strathmore Lions Youth Exchan-
ge program is now accepting applica-
tions from youth between the ages of
15-22 for their international exchange
program, and also their youth camps.

Brad Walls, program chair, said that
anyone who is interested in new cul-
tures or learning new language skills,
and looking for personal and professio-
nal growth is encouraged to apply.

“Anyone from the ages of 15 and 22
can apply,” said Walls

He said that if a student is a little
younger and interested in the program,
they should apply and then they can be
earmarked for upcoming years when
they are the acceptable age.

“Jamie Smith, in 2003 she went over
to Germany for three weeks and it com-
pletely changed her life,” said Walls of
the experience.

Walls said that places like China and
Japan are extremely difficult to get into.

“We need that ample time to make
sure we get Visas and passports all the
rest of that,” said Walls.

Along with the international exchan-
ge program, the Youth Lions also offer
local camps where youth can participa-
te in leadership activities while learn-
ing about local cultures.

“If you’re just thinking about it and
they’re not sure, but they have a cou-
ple destinations (in mind), send that to
us as well so we can reserve spots as
camps are filling up fast,” he said.

Sonja Bloom is the new Youth Ex-
change chair for Strathmore in 2025.

To apply please email YECstrath-
more@outlook.com and a link to the
handbook and application will be
emailed to you. Applicants are remin-
ded that the deadline is April 2025
and early submission is encouraged as
space is limited.
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Beauty of Brentwood

Ecole Brentwood Elementary hosted their annual Christmas concert, Dec.
19, in their school gymnasium. Parents, guardians, and families were pre-
sented with a variety of Christmas songs performed by the students in their
respective classes for a show lasting just shy of an hour.

John Watson Photos
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Festive time

Wheatland Elementary hosted their Christmas concert on Dec. 19 in the
school gymnasium.

Melissa Piche Photos

Kings close 2024 with best start
In franchise history

JOHN WATSON
Local Journalism Initiative Reporter

The Agra Risk Wheatland Kings closed out 2024 sitting
second in the Southern Division, riding another three-win
streak under their belts.

Having played 25 games so far this season, the Kings boast
39 points consisting from 19 wins, five losses, and one over-
time loss.

“We are over half for sure - I think we have 12 or 13 games
left. We have already beat our franchise record for points ...
so with a whole bunch of games remaining, we are doing
pretty well,” said Doug Raycroft, head coach for the Wheat-
land Kings. “We still have some things to work on, so we are
still hoping to get just a little better before playoffs, but we
believe that we can go a long way in the playoffs.”

Raycroft added among the defining factors contributing to
the team’s success this season is player health and not suffe-
ring nearly as many injuries as last year.

“Last year, we were decimated by injuries,” he said. “This
year, we have had a few injuries for sure, but we are a little
bit deeper of a team so (despite) those injuries we have been
able to continue to win.”

The hope, Raycroft said, is to have at least a month or two
being able to field a full team to the ice with no injuries.

Off the ice, he described his team as a tightknit group who
have played together for multiple years. Those who are in
leadership positions are capably able to maintain morale and
encourage their fellow teammates.

Raycroft suggested rival teams such as Medicine Hat, Oko-
toks, and Sylvan Lake will be among their greatest compe-
titors leading up to, as well as going into playoffs.

“When we are playing our best hockey, we are moving
the puck a lot. We want to work on making sure that we are
playing fast, moving the puck a lot, and then also just really
taking care of our own end and defensively playing strong,”
he said. “We are definitely better this year at playing full
games. We still have some games where we start a little slow
— our best periods are the second and third for sure, but we
are much better this year.”

The first games of the new year will take place Jan. 3 and
4, both of which are scheduled as away games. These will
be against the Cochrane Generals, and the Red Deer Vipers,
respectively.

The Wheatland Kings will not play at home again until Jan.
11, when they will square off against the Okotoks Bisons.

“Two weeks with no games is a good way to heal and
make sure your team is healthy ... we will get a couple of
practices in before the weekend and hopefully we can shake
the rust off faster than everybody else,” said Raycroft.

NEXT HOME GAMES

Saturday, January 11
-spm VS Okotoks

Sunday, January 19
-4:30 pm VS High River

Strathmore Family Centre - Gold Arena

- YOUR WEEKLY
¥ HEALTH ADVICE

2 Gord Morck Pharmacist
Capsule Comments

Two-thirds of sailors in the 18th centu-
ry used to die on their long voyages. They
were dying of scurvy. The cure for this
disease was discovered by Dr. James Lind
who found that feeding the crew citrus
fruits reduced the deaths drastically. It
wasn’t until 1928, vitamin C was discov-
ered to be the anti-scurvy factor in citrus
fruits.

A negative use of Artificial Intelligence
(AI) was brought to light recently when
actor Tom Hanks told fans not to be lured
in to buy “wonder drug” products that
used his image to promote. He does not
endorse any such products.

When taking your blood pressure at
home, be sure you rest your arm on a ta-
ble in front of you about chest height. Also
use the same arm each time, Thirty min-
utes before measuring, do not smoke or
drink caffeinated beverages and use the
washroom ahead of time. And try to take
your blood pressure when not in pain or
distress. Keep a record of your results and
bring them to your next doctor appoint-
ment.

Starting the day off right with a good
breakfast is a good thing. If that breakfast
contains at least 30 grams of protein, it’s
even better. A high-protein breakfast is
thought to prevent the release of ghrelin,
an appetite-stimulating hormone so you
will feel less hungry through the morning.
Now that’s a good resolution to start as
this new year begins.

Hours: M-F: 9-7 pm
Sat: 9-6 pm * Sun & Holidays: 11-5 pm

Strathmore

VALUE

132 - 2nd Ave.
Strathmore
DRURG Ph: 403-934-3122

MART

Cet the latest new products, special savings,
contests and more sent directly to your
email. Sign up today for the
Value Drug Mart E-letter.

403-934-3334

- 888-934-4434

m STRATHMORE /
MOTOR PRODUCTS

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 1976

CANADA ¥

www.StrathmoreMotors.com

Whether it’s New or Used Vehicle, Parts or Service, We’re Here for You

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWNED

e ] cnac

gm
GENUINE PARTS

Certified Service
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Students and staff from Strathmore High School celebrated the last day of classes with a Christmas-
themed assembly and Santa’s Workshop on Dec. 20. The workshop stations included gingerbread
house making, cookie decorating, pictures with Santa himself, plenty of food and drink stations and
various games. Melissa Piche Photos

We're on a journey that seeks to reimagine
what it means to belong to a credit union and
what it means to provide financial products
and services in an ever-changing marketplace.

connectFirst is looking for:

Financial Experience Advisor
Full-Time
Strathmore Branch

To learn more about the position, our competitive benefits
and to apply online: Visit connectfirstcu.com/careers

connectFirst
credit union

preading
Christmas cheer

The Crowfoot 4-H Multi Club was busy spreading
Christmas cheer on Dec. 13 when they hosted
a community service project at the Strathmore
Hospital. The club decorated the acute care desk
and a Christmas tree.

Photo Courtesy of Justina Sherstabetoff

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

Wonderful volunteers

The Crowfoot 4-H Multi Club volunteered at the
Celebration of Lights on Dec. 20 at the Ag Soci-
ety. They had lots of fun, giving out hot chocolate
and helping stock the fire throughout the night.

Photo Courtesy of Gwen Cyr

More Albertans choose Easymax for electricity
and natural gas than any other retailer.

electricity | natural gas | solar easymax.ca | 310-6010

easymax

by ENMAX Energy




Alberta’s
year-end

economic
highlights

CHANTELLE DE JONGE
Chestermere-Strathmore MLA

Over the course of the year, Alberta
has continued to cement its position
as the economic engine of Canada due
to our highly skilled workforce, busi-
ness-friendly environment, low taxes,
and diversified economy.

It is clear, our government has set the
foundation for Alberta’s economic suc-
cess for years to come. Our province re-
mains a national leader in job growth,
with significant contributions from the
private sector, fueling Canada’s overall
employment expansion.

Alberta’s proactive investment strate-
gies, through programs like the Invest-
ment and Growth Fund, are bringing
high-quality projects to Alberta, contri-
buting to local economic development
and job opportunities across the pro-
vince.

Alberta is increasing its internatio-
nal trade partnerships, with successful
trade missions across key international
markets, expanding Alberta’s presence
in sectors like agri-food, energy, and
technology.

Our private sector added 69,600 jobs
in the last 12 months, accounting for 40
per cent of Canada’s total private sec-
tor employment growth. Alberta secu-
red significant projects, including Lin-
de’s $2 billion clean hydrogen facility,
which will supply Dow’s $11.6 billion
net-zero petrochemical project.

In 2024, the province closed deals
on three major investments through
the Investment Growth Fund, including
Fortinet’s cybersecurity facility in Cal-
gary, Logistik Unicorp’s hemp proces-
sing facility in Elk Point, and NewCold’s
food storage facility in Coaldale.

The Film and Television Tax Cre-
dit supported 34 productions in 2024
which is estimated to spend $129.1 mil-
lion in Alberta that will generate $72.32
million in GDP.

As we wrap up 2024, Alberta’s eco-
nomy is finishing the year strong, set-
ting the stage for even bigger opportu-
nities in 2025.

Wishing you and your loved ones a
Happy New Year!

If you have any questions or feed-
back, please reach out to my office
(Chestermere.Strathmore@assembly.
ab.ca).

(Chantelle de Jonge is the MLA for
Chestermere-Strathmore and the Par-
liamentary Secretary for Affordability
and Utilities)
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Obituary

HEUVER,
Antonius (Tony)

It is with heavy hearts that we an-
nounce the passing of Antonius (Tony)
Heuver on December 27, 2024 at the
age of 89. Tony was a devoted husband, father, Opa,
and visionary entrepreneur whose impact on his fam-
ily, community, and industry will be cherished forever.
Born on June 1, 1935, Tony emigrated from the Neth-
erlands to Canada in 1958 as a farm worker with
dreams of starting a new life rooted in hard work,
determination, and integrity. His wife, Johanna (Anne)
Heuver, followed in 1964 and together they built a
home, a family and a business that would impact the
lives of many.

Tony’s life was defined by his deep love for family. He
came from a family of twelve children and was pre-
ceded in death by his parents, Geradina and Herman
Heuver, and brothers Gerard and Wim. His brothers
John, Henry (Joan, deceased), and Arnold (Annie) live
nearby in Alberta. Tony shared sixty wonderful years
of marriage with his beloved wife, Anne. Together
they raised four children: Eric Heuver (Sandy), Marcel
Heuver (Sue), Anita Heuver, and Patricia Archambault
(Peter). He was also a proud Opa to ten grandchildren:
Nathan, Grace, Claire, Ethan, Emily (Joel), Teresa, Ma-
ria (Eric), Rachel, John, and Kaitlyn (Oscar), and his
first great-grandchild, Olivia. All of them brought him
immense joy.

A man of deep faith, Tony was dedicated to his
church. He was so pleased to participate in the open-
ing Mass for the new Catholic church in Strathmore,
the result of the commitment and sacrifice exhibited
by the entire parish community over many years. He
was known for his kindness, generosity, and gentle
spirit.

In the early 1960s, Tony and his brother Henry started
Foothills Landscaping. In 1970, they divided the com-
pany, and Tony founded Eagle Lake Nurseries. Today,
these two businesses have grown into five separate
companies, which form a cornerstone of the horti-
culture industry in Alberta. Tony was always ready to
lend a hand or share his expertise, as he took on the
leadership of many industry initiatives, in addition to
serving as President of Landscape Alberta. Through
his vision and passion, Tony not only cultivated plants,
but he also nurtured a culture of professionalism, in-
novation, and community spirit.

Tony’s legacy will continue to flourish in the lives he
touched and the seeds he planted. Though he is no
longer with us, his memory will live on in the hearts
of his family, friends, and the many people who were
inspired by his example.

Tony’s family would like to thank the all the health
care professionals at the Strathmore Hospital and
Peter Lougheed Center and especially our amazing
caregivers Linda, Tracy, Kyla, Gina, and Helena for the
compassion and dignity you provided to Dad every
day.

A prayer service will be held on Friday, January 3,
2025, at 4:00 p.m. at Sacred Heart Catholic Church
(221- 4th Ave, Strathmore, AB). A Funeral Mass to
celebrate Tony’s life will be held on Saturday, January
4,2025, at 11:00 a m. also at Sacred Heart Catholic
Church.

If desired, donations may be made to the local charity
of your choice, in honour of Tony’s generous spirit and
love for his community.

To send condolences to the family, please visit Tony’s
obituary at www.wheatlandfuneralhome.ca

Wheatland Funeral Home
Strathmaore, AB 403-934-4404

PROPERTY *

BLANKET THE PROVINCE with
a classified ad. Only $269/wk
(based on 25 words or less).

Vﬂ
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HELP WANTED

Ritchie Stairs

STAIR BUILDER/SHOP
HELPER REQUIRED

Part time may lead to full time
for the right candidate.
$20 to start

Apply within at 28 Spruce Lane
or call Phil 403-801-5670

REAL ESTATE

2021 ROYAL LEPAGE AWARD'WINNER!

SHAUNA KENWORTHY

Serving
Strathmore

and Area
for
25 Years!

er/_as,

403-803-4605

TRAINING

GETYOUR MESSAGE SEEN
ACROSS Alberta. The Blanket
Classifieds or Value Ads reach
over 600,000 Alberta readers
weekly. Two options start-
ing at $269 or $799 to get
your message out! Business
changes, hiring, items for
sale, cancellations, tenders,
etc. People are increasingly
staying home and rely on
their local newspapers for
information. KEEP people in
the loop with over 75 Weekly
Community Newspapers.
Call THIS NEWSPAPER now
or email classifieds@awna.
com for details. 1-800-282-
6903, 780-434-8746 www.
awna.com.

= .
./'( * N mal. umr
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BUILDINGS

INTEGRITY  POST  FRAME
BUILDINGS since 2008 BUILT
WITH CONCRETE POSTS.
Barns, Shops, Riding Arenas,
Machine Sheds and more,
sales@integritybuilt.com
1-866-974-7678 www.integ-
ritybuilt.com.

SERVICES

PRIVATE MORTGAGE LENDER.
All real estate types consid-
ered. No credit checks done.
Deal direct with lender and
get quick approval. Toll free
1-866-405-1228; WWW.
firstandsecondmortgages.ca.

www.StrathmoreTimes.com

DENTURES

I N . L .

WHEATLAND

Denture & Implant Centre

Do you want a beautiful smile?
Come for a Free Consultation!

403 901 0440
wheatlanddenture.ca
115 2 AVE Strathmore AB T1P 1A1

GOVERNMENT

MARTIN SHIELDS

MP | BOW RIVER

Reach almost 80  weekly
SZ((DOKZ( nNewspapers. Gall NOW for Toll free: 1-844-241-0020
defalls. 1-800-282-6903 ; s
G BRI EEE [ \Iwm =
219141716|1]8 3
— COIN COLLECTIONS
CASH FOR COIN COLLECTIONS & ACCUMULATIONS
6(3(714]|9(8]1]2]|5 OF COINS! ROYAL CANADIAN MINT COINS,
OLD COINS, OLD PAPER MONEY, SILVER
412(516]1]7 3 9 8 COINS, GOLD COINS, RARE COINS ETC
718311|5(6]12[4]9 Also buying all Silver, Gold, Nuggets,
Scrap, Coins, Old Jewelry, Bullion, Ingots,
5 6 2 9 4 3 7 8 1 Sterling Silver, Old Quality Watches
working or not, Rolex, Omega ++
EARIRY ARAES BIEIT Toop 780-504-7995

RESIDENTIAL — COMMERCIAL
INDUSTRIAL — FARM & YARD
BUCKET TRUCK SERVICE
MASTER ELECTRICIANS

403-463-8616

Email: admin@jescoelectrical.ca
www.jescoelectrical.ca
Serving Southern Alberta Since 1999

FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP
403-981-6182

STRATHMORE'’S
LEADER IN HOME
SERVICES!

TRUCK MOUNTED CARPET CLEANING
FURNACE & DUCT CLEANING

THE CARPET COP

Kelly Camden

403.991.6192

kellycamden@hotmail.com

[@J\II|Decked Dut’AB

General Contracting

DECKS
FENCES
ALUMINUM RAIL
VINYL DECKING

Wes Breault 403-399-7097
wes@alldeckedoutab.ca @v

www.alldeckedoutab.ca
PLUMBING & HEATING

BRO-TECH

PLUMBING . HEATING ING.

* Hotwater Tanks * Furnaces
* Renovations * Hydronic Heating
* Service Work * Gas Fitting

e New Construction
e Commercial
PRESTON & DYLAN CARL

LICENSED JOURNEYMAN
OWNER/OPERATOR

* Sewer Cleaning/
Sewer Camera

Like us on Facebook

v

BROAD REACH at an AFFORDABLE PRICE

Ask about the

Advertise
Province-wide

with a combined circulation of
over 650,000 for only...

Value Ad Network

Alberta Weekly Newspapers Association
toll free 1-800-282-6903 x225

email classifieds@awna.com .
or visit your community newspaper

*799

plus GST

o

Weekly Newspapers
Association
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Upcoming Council Meetings

January 15, 2025 | 6 p.m. Committee of the Whole
January 22, 2025 | 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council
February 5,2025| 6 p.m. Regular Meeting of Council

<
Ya Strathmore :--:

earing from the community is really important to you e welcome
at any Council or Committee of the Whole meeting. Y udo t eed to call
ahead or register to observe Strathmore Council in action Th is ample

public seating and additional standing room i f d d. You can ol so watch
livestreamed meetings online as they happen, atch u pI ater on YouTube.

/lN\ s ™ N

Wishing you a very

HAPPY NEW YEAR




